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has been captured by the British 
arms. 

Our motto for the present volume, 
will bear the name of the good and 
great 1'urgot. When this minister of 
state was asked for permission to 
give his name to a merchant ship, 
" to what coast doe* she sail ?" 
To Africa. " For what purpose r" 
To purchase negroes. " Give her 
any name bnt that of Turgot." 
This enlightened politician, this 
practical philanthropist, this sagaci- 
ous statesman, this faithful minister 
would have preserved the French 
monarchy, if the monarch who chose 
him, had possessed sufficient constan- 
cy or consistency of character to 
keep to his choice ; if he had not 
always resolved irresolutely, and 
made unhappy distinctions between 
his personal md political friends. 

Is there no man, such as Turgot, 
to come or to be brought forward, 
at this great crisis of the empire, 
not a man with the mastery of mouth 
such as we witnessed in the last 
William Pitt, not a man with the 
personal weaknesses and good-na- 
tured credulity of Charles Fox, but 
with the mastery of mind, and im- 
perative momentum of the first 
William Pitt, who, at a period, when 
the public safety ir the supreme 
law, might dictatorially promulge 
some grand expedient, honourable 
to the state, unobjectionable by its 
enemy, some magnanimous propo- 
sal fraught with justice, honesty, 
liberality and the spisut of peace ? 
Is there such a man among us, whe- 
ther in cabinet or in field? What 
is his name? Is he to be found a- 
mongthe personal or the political 
friends of the Prince Regent ? for 
there seems to be growing up such a 
dangerous distinction. Is he to be 
foui)d among the men of business 
and experience in office, or among 
great law lords, or ex-chancellors re- 
posing upon their ample pensions, 



or among men who having perform- 
ed a circumvolution through the 
first situations in the state, suddenly 
revert into their primitive and origi- 
nal insignificance. Great is the 
dillerence between a legislator and 
a lawyer ; as great as the distance 
between a statesman who generalizes 
and looks to futurity, and a minister 
of the day, who is acquainted only 
with the detail of office, and pro- 
vides only for existing circumstances. 
If then in Britain, far-famed Bri- 
tain for science, arts and arms, no such 
heroic man yet appears among all her 
people, iu this fast- approaching cri- 
sis of her fate, what then remains I 
What resource is left ? why this : — 
If there be no such man among her 
whole people, let her whole people 
be made to act as one man. By 
means of complete emancipation, 
and adequate reform ; let the 
whole empire be made to act as one 
heroic individual with the same u- 
nity of purpose, the same consis- 
tency of conduct, the same combi- 
nation of effort, by which the indi- 
vidual commands the combination of 
the different muscles of the iot/yinthe 
accomplishment of the fixt resolution 
of the soul. Let our Prince Regent seat 
himself betweenEmancipationandRe- 
form as between the Pillaisof Hercu- 
les, while the Genuis of the constitu- 
tion in defiance of Napoleon, inscribes 
the same words as on the ancient 

Pillars NE PLUS ULTRA. 

DOCUMENTS. 

At a public meeting of the inhabitants of 
Liverpool, held on the 4th of Novem- 
ber, John Bourne, esq. Mayor, in the 
chair ; it was unanimously resolved, up- 
on the motion of John Gladstone, esq. 
seconded by Thomas Rodie, esq. that a 
petition should be presented to the 
Prince Regent, praying? that he would 
suspend the further Distillation of Spi- 
rits from Grain, until the Meeting of 
Parliament. 
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TBI BUMBLE TET1TI0N, &C. &C. 
Skenvetk, 

That your Petitioners, being deeply in- 
terested in the welfare of this populous 
town, and this great ."anufacturing coun- 
ty, cannot bin view with great anxiety the 
progressive and alarming advance in the pri- 
ces of corn, in connexion with the fact row 
ascertained, that the produce of the late 
harvest is very deficient, and that the 
weather for gathering it in, in the nor- 
thern parts of Great Britain, and for pre- 
paring the wheat lands generally tor the 
next crops, has been extremely unfavour- 
able. 

That .your petitioners are well informed 
the potato crop in Irelanu has so mate- 
rially failed that tnis important necessary 
of life, now sells in the Dublin • mar- 
ket at the excessive price of six shillings 
per cwt. ; from which circumstance your 
Petitioners apprehend that the usual sup- 
plies of Corn from Ireland, upon which the 
numerous population of this town, and 
the county of Lancaster, are known in a 
great digree to depend for subsistence, 
a^e likely to be much curtailed. 

That in times like the present, when no 
dependence can be placed on receiving 
supplies of Foreign corn, it becomes of 
the first importance to husband to the ut- 
most the crops of this country. 

That the average weekly prices of Corn 
in England and Wales, according to the 
return- received in the week ending the 
26th of October, as published in the Lon- 
don Gazette of the 2d November, are as 
follows : 

Wheat,.. ...... .101*. 6d. per quarter. 

Barley 47j. Id. 

Oats...... '29s. Wd. 

Which equal, and in several instances ex- 
ceed, tlie piices af the different periods 
when the legislature, in their wisdom, 
thought fir to interpose to prevent the 
Distillation of Spirits from Grain, (the 
year of extraordinary scarcity only ex- 
cepted), as wSll appear from the following 
comparative statement, taken from the 
official returns : 

Average ■ price of wheat, bailey, and 
Oats, in England and Wales, according 
to the weekly returns, nearest to the fol- 
lowing periods. 



NEAREST WEEKLT RETURN. 



Date, JJh t illation . 


Wheat. 


Sar 


% 


Oatu 


1 


s. 


d.\ s. 


a. s. d t 


1795 Prohibited. 


93 


10J45 


29 2 


1797 Removed. 


52 


3,28 


4 15 10 


|l 800 Prohibition. 


13:! 


0:76 


7.41 8 


,1802 Removed'. 


76 


9 44 


1 23 4 


!1808 Prohibition. 


81 


6 


44 


3 38 10 


1 808 Continued. 


92 


7 


45 


1033 8 


1809 


Prohibition. 


95 


7 


46 


6134 4 


11839 


Prohibition. 


li)l 


9 


50 


7 31 11 


1810 


Prohibition. 


101 


7 


46 


5 


27 5 


|l8li 


The last returns 


101 


6 


47 


4 


29 ICj 



That, on these grounds, your Petition- 
ers humbly conceive there exists an ur- 
gent necessity for the interposition of the 
Royal prerogative before the meeting of 
Parliament, more especially as, should the 
measure be deferred till that period, the 
distillers will have laid in their stocks of 
grain for the season, a large proportion of 
which will either be distilled, or converted 
into a state unfitting it for the food of 
man. 

And your petitioners will ever pray. 

Letter from John Dumbell, Inventor and 
Patentee of a mode of spinning flax by 
machinery, to Lord Fr.tnkforr, a Trus- 
tee of the Linen Manufacture, upon 
the subject of extending the advantages 
of that invention to Ireland. 
Percevals, near Warrington, Nov.l, 1811, 

My Lord, 
Your liberal and indefatigable attention 
to the welfare and commerce of Ireland, 
and ill particular your being a Trustee of 
the Linen Manufacture, induce me to ad- 
dress your Lordship on the subject of this 
letter, which will not fail to Kill forth your 
attention, and which I solicit on no less a 
subject, than what relates to the utur des- 
truction of the Linen Trade of Ireland, 
if the most powerful means are not forth- 
with resorted to, in order to meet the 
impending danger, and which, if neglected, 
will daily .assume a more -ungovernable 
a;psct. .And I am tie more solicitous to 
use the plainest language, on a subject so 
momentous, that no imputation may be 
thrown in me, if ih.ise who have it in 
their power to stand forth for your native 
country, should desert her at this moment. 
la giving your Lordship a timely warn- 
ing of the event. I might be satisfied with 
haying done as much) as might be required 
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from me, but I do not wish to shrink from 
the goodness of my cause, or to deny my- 
self a pleasure in assuring your Lordship 
that I am ready to make very considerable 
sacrifices, as an individual, to avert this 
heavy blow ; — and I am aware that I am 
addressing a Nobleman, the sincerity of 
whose zeal for the benefit of Ireland, can- 
not be doubted, and who, I trust, will 
measure my sincerity by his own. 

Your Lordship is well aware, that in 
Ireland flax is chiefly spun by one spin- 
ner, producing only one thread at a time, 
and that it is the low price of labour in 
Ireland, which enables the Irish spinners 
to preserve the linen trade of their coun- 
try ; the Manchester manufacturer cannot 
find spinners in England who will spin at 
no low a rate, but whenever linen yarn, 
in large quantities, can be obtained in 
Lancashire, at as low a rate as the poor 
pittance the Irish receives for spinning, 
at that very moment the cotton manu- 
facturer will launch qut with an unlimited 
capital into the linen trade. 

Now this, my lord, it is evident, can 
only be done by finding a poorer place 
than Ireland. I mean where human la- 
bour is to be had on cheaper terms, or 
else by machinery — and be it known to 
your Lordship, that the day is arrived 
when flax is spun by machinery, with the 
same facility that cotton is spun, whereby 
better linens are made; and instead of 
one spinner spinning one thread at a 
time, one spinner spins upwards of one 
hundred 'threads at a time;— in a word, 
the day is arrived, when the benefits 
which Sir Richard Arkwright bestowed, 
by machinery, on the cotton trade, are 
extended to the linen trade.— The method 
of doing which I claim, and the mono 
poly and sole liberty of using, exercising 
and vending this invention, my Soveteign 
has been p!ea=ed to bestow upon me, by 
his letters patent, extending throughout 
England, Ireland, and Scotland, for 14 
years. 

The using of this grant, I can easilv 
foresee, requires considerable discretion, 
and in imploring, which I now beg leave 
to do, your Lordship's abilities to di- 
rect and assist my well-meant efforts, I 
build upon your Lordship's patriotism, 
and in the worthiness of my cause. 

To be better understood, I will at- 
tempt, unable as I feel myself to the task ; 
first, to point Out a few consequences 
which will naturally result from your 



Lordship's patronage in following up, and 
cultivating my statement ; aud, secondly, 
what will result from your Lordship ta- 
king no need of my suggestions. 

1st. Then, it is now i.i your Lordship's 
power to protect the linen trade, and to 
preserve it as the staple trade of Ireland, 
by introducing my system, by furnishing 
the linen weavers with spinuing machines, 
henceforth converting 99 spinners out of 
100, into weavers, — a change which 
would benefit Ireland in a most incalcu- 
lable manner; for keeping the hungry 
spinners in a state of poverty is, alas ! not 
to be wished for, but the raising of them 
from spinners, to the higher rank of wea- 
vers, would be a work worthy of your 
Lordship. 

And it belongs to me to have the ho- 
nour to say, that it is in your Lordship's 
power to do much more, if your 
Lordship should be hearty in the cause. 
I sh.ll be found ready to second your 
Lordship's exertions, even by a sale of my 
English and Scottish patents, with an as- 
signment of my Irish patent, on liberal 
terms; which would give to Ireland, un- 
der a grant of the crown, a monopoly on 
my system, and best preserve her shut- 
tles. 

2dly. On the other hand, if this favour- 
able opportunity is neglected, instead of 
convert ng 99 of your spinner, into wea- 
vers; both your spinners and your wea- 
vers will be driven to seek other employ. 
ment, as the trade will go where capital 
will furnish machinery ; and if I am com- 
pelled to ta.e what m'ight be the more lu- 
crative step, the granting of licences, as 
Sir Richard Arkwright did, by virtue of 
his letters patent, does not the present 
state uf the cotton trade afford very sub- 
stantial inducement for several thousand 
adventurers to embark, at a moment's no- 
t.ce, who have machinery-ready, aud wea- 
vers ready 10 stare to-morrow, and with. 
whom if 1 once enter into contracts, it 
will be too late for me to give to Ireland 
tne boon I now offer you in her behalf? 

To show you that I am prepared to en- 
ter uto contracts, I take the liberty of. 
enclosing, ^or rather of forwarding to you 
in another envelope, by this post, as i am 
fearful of encreasiug this letter hevond 
the weight of a frank), a printed for n of 
a contract, which, in justice to myself, 
I may be allowed to say, must not be 
longer in a dormant state, than the time* 
I may fairly expect to be honoured with 
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your Lordship'j sentiments; and, with a 
proper attention towards your Lordship, 
I have to declare, that at present I am 
wholly unconnected with any kind of 
partnership, or have 1 at this moment 
granted any licence tf any one. 

Before I close this tetter, it may be ne- 
cessary to inform your Lordship, that my 
process is to cut the flax into lengths, 
»hort enough to card and spin on cotton 
spinning machines ; and in general to 
bleach it before it is spun, as in its open 
and cut state the fibres or staple are not 
only rendered much finer, and more soft 
and flexible but the cioth requires very 
little or scarce any bleaching after it is 
wove, more than cleansing it from the dirt, 
it has collected in spinning and manu- 
facturing, by the weaver's size, &c. This 
is no contemptible advantage, as the cloth 
gets into the market almost immediately 
after it comes out of the loom, and is not 
impoverished and harassed by ashes, and 
the burning system of bleaching, or in other 
words, by forcibly taking from the cloth 
a considerable portion of its component 
parts ; for though less elegant, it must be 
allowed that by the old system unbleached 
linens will last much longer than bleached 
linens ; but not so by my system. : — for that 
which the cloth loses in becoming white by 
the old method, is by the new method ex- 
tracted before it becomes a thread, con- 
sequently the thread is composed of only 
the best parts of flax, and my cloth 
having a» eatthy particles, or soluble 
matter to lose, is capable of being washed 
without being impoverished. Many months 
are also saved in bringing the cioth from 
the bands of the weaver to those of the 
consumer; and if a given weight of flax 
requires a very long and tedious time to 
whiten, it is self evident, the interest on 
capital must be very considerably less by 
• this operation taking place 6 fore it is spun, 
and wove, than afttr the spinners are paid. 
Dr. Adam Smith states, that it requires 
four spinners to keep one linen weaver 
at work, and with - shame be it spoken, 
little has been done for linen-spinning 
since his day : though it is an incontes- 
table fact that linen is in all cases far pre- 
ferable to cotton j besides this, the raw 
materia! is not only a home produce, but 
it is a much cheaper raw material than 
cotton, and which the uncultivated bogs 
of England and Ireland (according to Mr. 
Arthur Youug) would yield to an inde- 
finite extent. — This invention I can assure 
your Lordship has cost ra* many anxious 



hours, and in money not less than twelve 
thousand pounds, to perfect, and it is 
now in a state which requires no new ex- 
periments to be tried upon it. — To speak 
in a language which cannot be misunder- 
stood, I have now at hand a dozen pieces 
of linen, superior to any which were 
ever manufactured in Ireland, aad which 
have been manufactured by my system, 
and the spinning part effected wholly by 
cotton machines, without in any degree 
altering the machinery, but accomplished 
merely by the preparation of the flax: — 
the machines alternately spinning a hand- 
ful of flax this minute, a handful of cot- 
ton the next, (or any larger quantities) 
in which there can be no deception, and 
no subterfuge. 

The day is not far off when I hope to be 
allowed to enlarge on other advantages, 
but ( trust that I have said enough to 
rouse your Lordship's attention and wonted 
sagacity, and that will be sufficient. 

I am, myLord, your lordship's most obe- 
dient humble servant, 

John Dumbell. 

The Right Hon. Lord Frankfort. 



Extracts from the President's Message to Con* 
gress % November 1811. 

In calling you together sooner than a 
separation from your homes, would other- 
wise have been required, I yielded to con- 
siderations drawn from the posture of our 
foreign affairs ; and in fixing the present, 
for the time of your meeting, regard was 
had to the probability of further develope- 
ments of the policy of the belligerent pow- 
ers towards this country, which might the 
more unite the national councils, in the 
measures to be pursued. 

At the close of the last session of Con- 
gress it was hoped that the successive 
confirmations of the extinction of the 
French decrees, so far as they violated our 
neutral commerce, would have induced the 
government of Great Britain to repeal its 
orders in council; and thereby authorize 
a removal of the existing obstructions to 
her commerce with the United States. 

Instead of this reasonable step towards 
satisfaction and friendship between the 
two nations, the orders were at a moment 
when least to have been expected put into 
more rigorous execution; and it was com- 
municated through the British envoy just 
arrived, that, whilst the revocation of the 
edicts of France, as officially made known 
to the British government, was denied to 



